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Ribston Hall High School is a single sex girls’ grammar school (ages 11-16) with a mixed
sixth form provision.
Ribston Hall High School is an Academy and as such, the Governing Body of the school is
the admissions authority responsible for all admissions. The Governing Body operates in
line with Gloucestershire County Council’s coordinated scheme for school admissions
and the Government’s Code of Practice on Admissions.

Year 7 Entry for September 2020
Eligibility
Girls who will be 12 years of age during the Academic Year, Year 7; 1st September to 31st
August will be eligible to apply.
Only students who are deemed to be of selective ability as a result of the testing process
will be eligible for entry.
Number of places available
A maximum of 150 places will be available for girls who achieve the highest qualifying
standard for Year 7 entry in September 2020.
Grammar School Admissions Test
Ribston Hall High School is a selective school, and to gain entry into Year 7, students must
sit the Admissions Test organised by the school. Your test centre will be notified to you
at the beginning of September along with the test day procedures.
Registration for the Test
To join Year 7 in September 2020 the test will be held on 14th September 2019.
Parents/carers who wish their child to sit the test at Ribston Hall High School must
complete the Gloucestershire Grammar Test Registration Form. Check the school website
for details for which month the registration process will open. Please note, registration is
open for one month only.

In order to safeguard the credibility of the test, where a student (whether or not
registered in two or more authorities including Gloucestershire) undertakes the same
test on more than one occasion, then the first sitting shall be taken as the test score. Any
place offered in accordance with the admission arrangements shall be based on that
score. For the avoidance of doubt where a place is offered because of a fraudulent or
misleading application, the school may withdraw that offer.
Late registrations will only be considered in exceptional circumstances at the discretion
of the school and after consideration by the School’s Admissions Review Group.
In accepting children for registration for the test, the school seeks to abide by the
Disability Rights Commission Code of Practice and will provide facilities, where required,
if prior notification is given when parents/carers register their child for the test.
For admission into Year 7, parents/carers must also submit the Common Application
Form stating their preferred schools to the Access to Education Team (0-16) in the Local
Authority no later than 31st October 2019.
Age qualification
Your daughter may apply to take the test for admission into Year 7, whether in the normal
way or as a Late Test, on one occasion only.
Underage Application
Underage applications to sit the test will be considered by the School’s Admissions
Review Group. The following must apply if an applicant is considered to be underage:
•

Their date of birth places them in the cohort below their chronological age and
they are following the curriculum for the eligible cohort for testing;

•

There is a letter of support of the application from the Primary School and it is
confirmed that the candidate is studying the same curriculum as the eligible
cohort for testing;

•

Their Test Rank must be in the top 50% of rankings of eligible students for the
underage student to be successful.

Overage Application
Please note that under normal circumstances Ribston Hall High School does not accept
students into a year group for which they are over-age.
Test Performance
Information about your daughter’s performance in the Admissions Test will be provided
to parents as soon as possible after the test. This is not an offer of a place at Ribston Hall
High School. Parents/carers must ensure that if they wish to apply for a place, they must
complete the Common Application Form and register with the Local Authority.

Offer of Places
By law, the School is not permitted to make offers of places. These will be made by the
Local Authority on March 1st in the year of entry. Under the coordinated admissions
scheme operated by the Local Authority, a student will be offered one school place only
on March 1st. If she qualifies for more than one school, the Local Authority will offer a
place at the school of highest preference as ranked by her parents.
Oversubscription criteria
During the normal admissions round, where applications for admission exceed the
number of places available, the following criteria will be applied, in the order set out
below, to decide which students to admit:
1.

“Looked after Children/Previously Looked after Children” who have met the
qualifying standard. (see Appendix)

2.

15 places will be allocated to students who qualify for Pupil Premium who have
met the qualifying standard (those who are/have been registered for Free School
Meals or have received them at any point in the past six years), and live in
Gloucester City (according to electoral maps produced by LGBCE). Please note that
evidence of eligibility for Pupil Premium will need to be sent to the test centre
prior to test day. The school will make such enquiries as are necessary of the
Gloucestershire County Council as to the entitlement of any children who have
qualified when notifying the Gloucestershire County Council of the test results.

3.

15 places will be allocated to students who qualify for Pupil Premium, (those who
are/have been registered for Free School Meals or have received them at any point
in the past six years), who achieve the qualifying standard and live outside of
Gloucester City (according to electoral maps produced by LGBCE). Please note that
evidence of eligibility for Pupil Premium will need to be sent to the test centre
prior to test day. The school will make such enquiries as are necessary of the
relevant Local Authority as to the entitlement of any children who have qualified
when notifying the Gloucestershire County Council of the test results.

4.

Students who are not eligible for Pupil Premium but ranked highest in the
qualifying standard. If the student has achieved the qualifying standard then
admission is simply by rank order of scores. This will take place after allocation of
places for looked after children/previously looked after children and those
children who are eligible for Pupil Premium. (If students on Pupil Premium do not
fill the 30 places then they will be offered to students who have reached the
qualifying standard in rank order).

5.

The geographical proximity to the school measured in a straight line from the
centre of the student’s main residence, including flats to the main reception of the
school using https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/finda-school/gloucestershire-mapping-tool/

In the event of a tie between two or more students where there are insufficient places
available, criterion 5 will be utilised to offer a place at the school.

Waiting List
Ribston Hall High School will retain a Waiting List (based on ranked positions) until
December of the Year of Entry (i.e December 31st 2020). Thereafter please refer to the
Ribston Hall High School ‘In Year Admissions’ Policy.
Children unable to sit the Test on the appointed day
Due to illness, accident, or sudden bereavement: where exceptional circumstances mean a
child cannot take the test on the appointed day, the school may organise a similar
replacement test (a “Late Test”) but normally no later than the end of September. In such
cases, parents/carers must contact the School’s Admissions Officer to discuss the
situation prior to the appointed day when the normal test takes place.
The school will require proof of illness or other evidence and may decline to permit a
child to take a Late Test in the absence of such evidence.
Due to moving into the area after registration: in cases where families move into the area
after the date for registration for the test but wish their daughter to be considered for
entry into Ribston Hall High School, a Late Test may be organised at the School’s
discretion. If entry is sought for Year 7, an application for the child, naming Ribston Hall
High School as one of the school preferences, must also have been made to the Local
Authority.
In Year Admissions
Any application for a school place made outside the normal year of entry to the school
must be made directly to the school.
Places will be offered in order of ability to suitable applicants provided there is a space
available in that year group and the student is on the Waiting List for that Year Group. If
the school is oversubscribed, a waiting list will be held for entry into each year group. The
waiting list will be prioritised in rank order of ability and oversubscription criteria.
To gain a place on the Waiting List for a given Year Group:
Following the Entrance Test, Ribston Hall High School will retain a Waiting List (based on
ranked positions) until December of the Year of Entry.
From 1st January of Year 7 students must meet the qualifying standard using Cognitive
Ability Test indicators of a Minimum Mean Score of 110.
Students in Year 8, 9 or 10 must also meet the qualifying standard using Cognitive Ability
Test indicators of a Minimum Mean Score of 110.
In addition, students may be placed on the Waiting List where t h e y h a v e achieved
equivalent results in a Year 6 Examination used for entry into a Grammar School in
another area of the country.

Fair Access Protocols
Ribston Hall High School has signed up to the In-Year Fair Access Protocols held by
Gloucestershire County Council. Should a suitably qualified vulnerable student within
these protocols require a place at the school they will take precedence over any student
on the waiting list.
Ribston Hall High School is committed to equal opportunity and follows the Equality Act
2010 and adheres to the requirements of the School Admissions Code 2014.

Right of Appeal
If a place is refused, the Notification of this fact will advise of the right of appeal.
The “Information about School Admission Appeals” booklet details the arrangements for
appeals, which equally apply to In Year Applications. In these cases, the same policy will
apply to repeat applications.

Sixth Form Admissions
Eligibility
All Year 11 students at Ribston Hall High School are eligible for a place in the Sixth Form.
Priority will be given to students progressing to the Sixth Form from Year 11 of the school.
The prospectus and application forms are published in the Autumn Term of the year
preceding entry and are available to all through Reception and the School website.
They are specifically issued to all members of Year 11 at Ribston Hall High School,
visitors who attend the Sixth Form Information Evening in December, and on request.
Information, advice and guidance is available for prospective Sixth Formers with their
parents to provide expert professional support at a critical time of decision.
Applications from students who are not members of Ribston Hall High School
Each year a large number of students join Ribston Hall High School’s Sixth Form from
other schools. Applications are welcomed from such students who wish to continue their
studies at Ribston Hall High School. The academic entry requirements for courses are:

Entry Requirements
Six GCSE passes at Grade 5 , including English and Mathematics. In addition there are
specific requirements for entry to Advanced Level Courses. Please refer to our website
www.ribstonhall.gloucs.sch.uk Sixth Form page for more information.
The School’s admission number for external applications is 50. Where
oversubscribed, the School will give priority to applicants in the order that follows:
1. ‘Looked After Children/Previously Looked After Children’ (see appendix) who meet
the entry criteria;
2. Siblings (see appendix) of students on the roll of the school on 1st September of the
year of entry, who meet the entry criteria;
3. Students who qualified for Pupil Premium and meet the entry criteria;
4. Geographical proximity to the school measured in a straight line from the centre of
the student’s main residence, including flats, to the main reception of the school using
http://www.postcodeanywhere.co.uk/route-planner-services.
5. All other applicants.
Admission number 150 (Maximum 160).
Right of Appeal
If a place is refused, the Notification of this fact will advise of the right of appeal.
Transport
Parents are responsible for organising transport to and from Ribston Hall High School.

Appendix
A 'looked after child' ( 1 ) or a child who was previously looked after but immediately
after being looked after became subject to an adoption( 2 ) child arrangements order
(residency order) ( 3 ) or special guardianship order ( 4) .
(1) A 'looked after child' is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being
provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services
functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) at the time of
making an application to a school. In Gloucestershire, such children are referred to as
Children in Care.
(2) This includes children who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (see section
12 adoption orders) and children who were adopted under the Adoption and Childrens
Act 2002 (see section 46 adoption orders).
(3) Under the provisions of s.12 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which amend
section 8 of the Children Act 1989, residence orders have now been replaced by child
arrangements orders.
(4) See Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 which defines a 'special guardianship order'
as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child's special guardian (or special
guardians)

