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WELCOME 

Thank you for opting to study Philosophy and Ethics A Level at Ribston Hall High School. Philosophy and 

Ethics is an engaging, academic and thought provoking subject and we are delighted that you want to 

learn more about it. 

Philosophy and Ethics gives you many skills that will be transferable to your other A Level subjects. But it is 

important that you actively work with your teachers to cultivate these skills – they won’t always come 

easily.  

At sixth form, the key responsibility for academic success lies with you. That responsibility increases with 

each level of study. Students who do well tend to appreciate, early on, that A Levels are different from 

previous experience. Being in control of your own learning isn’t easy. It requires a range of personal skills 

and attributes to manage independent learning successfully, to use time well, to interpret sensibly what is 

going on when studying seems more difficult and your motivation wanes, and to adapt your strategies.  

To help you start to develop the skills needed to be successful we have produced this booklet. The booklet 

contains useful tips and activities to give you an idea of the study skills you will be using on a day-to-day 

basis in Year 12 and 13. 

Please complete the activities in the Orange boxes. Any writing that is required should be completed on 

lined paper or typed up and printed. You will be expected to hand in your summer work in your first lesson. 

We look forward to teaching you. 

Miss Erro and Mrs Cresswell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORGANISATION 

KEEPING NOTES ORGANISED 

Ensure right from the beginning of the course that you have separate files for each subject (Philosophy, 

Ethics and Theology) and that you label file dividers for each new topic as it is introduced. This seems 

obvious, but it is very easy to put off filing notes until later, only to find out that when they are needed for 

revision they have gone missing. To avoid sheets of paper becoming lost, keep a packet of hole reinforcers 

in your pencil case for use as soon as a hole rips. 

If you are given handouts that are not already hole-punched, you need to keep handy either a hole-punch 

(Wilkos does a really useful little green one that can be stored in your folder for £1), or some plastic 

wallets, as handouts get lost or crumpled very easily if they are not filed immediately. 

Your teacher will routinely check your folders. If they are not complete you will be expected to rectify this. 

It is your responsibility to copy up any work you miss due to absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchase or find the items highlighted in bold.  

In your first lesson please bring the correct folder as we will have lots of different things to give you. 

 Miss Erro = Philosophy Folder 

 Mrs Cresswell = Ethics Folder 
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TAKING AND MAKING NOTES 

What is the purpose of making notes? 

Note-taking is an important part of studying. It enables you to engage with a text or lesson, formulate your 

ideas and record your thought process. In particular, note-taking enables you to review a lesson and revise 

for exams. Unless you possess exceptional recall you would soon forget the content of a book or lesson: it 

is your notes which enable you to access the information and your response to it at a later stage. 

There is no right or wrong way to make notes - only the way that works for you. There are two processes 

involved. 

1. Taking notes – you will need to be able to take notes from speech in the form of: 

 a lesson 

 a film or DVD 

 a radio programme or audio recording 

 

2. Making notes – you will need to make notes either before a lesson as preparation, during a lesson e.g. 

from a PowerPoint presentation, or after a lesson as a follow-up. You will be expected to make notes 

from: 

 a handout 

 a textbook 

 other research or source material, e.g. internet 

 your own lesson notes 

 

HOW TO TAKE NOTES FROM SPEECH 

In the sixth form you will be expected to record information in a lesson as the teacher speaks. For many 

students this is a difficult process as they have not been trained to do so and find that the teacher speaks 

too quickly for them to write everything down. Sometimes you will be given interactive handouts 

containing the framework of the lesson so that you can focus your listening and fill in missing words or 

examples. Other times you will be given full texts; in this case it is a good idea to highlight the important 

points and annotate the text so that you can make your own notes later. 

 

When making notes: 

 Write on one side of A4 paper only, giving room to expand your notes. 

 Double-space lines and leave a wide margin. 

 Always write the date and title at the top of the first page – this sounds obvious but it makes filing 

much easier later. 

 Make sure you jot down key words and phrases. 

 Leave out little words like ‘the’, ‘a’ and ‘an’ which don’t affect the sense of the sentence. 

 Use shorthand. You don’t need to go on a course to be able to do this! Try to devise your own 

system of symbols and abbreviations to make writing faster but be consistent so that you can read 

them back. 

 Always go over the notes you make in a lesson and write them up as soon as possible. 

 



Try to make your own shorthand for words that occur frequently in the subjects you are studying. For 

example: 

 

Util. Utilitarianism 

NL Natural Law 

Absol. Absolute 

Rel Relative 

ChrE Christian Ethics 

Cat. Imp. Categorical Imperative 
 

An example of a film / DVD grid 

MAIN POINT SUPPORTING DETAILS 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A TV programme, film or DVD – if you are taking notes from a film at home then it is a good idea to watch it all         

the way through first before writing anything down. This will enable you to think about what you are looking                     

for and to formulate questions to focus your viewing. Draw out a grid on which you can fill in the main points                            

or key words as your watch the film / DVD for a second time, using the pause button as necessary. Do not                     

attempt to write long sentences. 

Using the strategies suggested, make notes on the arguments for and against Euthanasia presented in 

‘BBC Panorama – I helped my daughter die’. This can be found on Youtube. 

When you have finished watching and making notes consider whether this is a reliable source for 

information. Write a set of bullet points to indicate your thoughts. 



HOW TO MAKE NOTES FROM WRITTEN SOURCES 

You will also have to make notes, often in your own time, from a variety of written sources such as: 

 

1. A handout – read through the text and highlight or underline the key words and main ideas. Then write a 

summary in your own words, adding your own comments or responses. (This is especially important in 

Philosophy and Ethics. 

2. A textbook – read through the text, then note down in your folder key words and ideas. It can sometimes 

be useful to try and summarise each paragraph in one sentence. This helps you focus on what the really 

important points are. 

3. Your own lesson notes – to remember the information effectively, it is best to return to your lesson notes 

the same day. Research has shown that after only 10 minutes your ability to recall knowledge begins to 

decline sharply and by the end of 24 hours you will only have retained 20% of the information unless you 

have reviewed it. 

 

It cannot be stressed too strongly how important it is to get into the habit of writing up / reading through 

your lesson notes on a daily basis so that you can make a record of your study from which you can revise 

later. Although final exams may seem a long way away, your courses will pass very quickly. 

 

Some suggestions for writing up notes 

You must experiment with different techniques and formats until you find a style of note-making which 

works for you – this will often mean different approaches for different tasks. Always keep in mind why you 

are making notes. Some notes, such as those made as preparation for a discussion or a lesson, need less 

care than those which are to be used for revision. It is worth spending time on revision notes to avoid panic 

later! The best notes help us structure our own thoughts, so we can recall and use them quickly. Therefore, 

you shouldn’t take note of anything that you don’t understand, that you have simply copied or is irrelevant. 

Your notes must be a reflection of your own thinking – make notes of any evaluation of ideas along the 

way. 

 

1. Write legibly - if you have difficulty revising from your own handwriting, use a word-processor. This 

method has the advantage of allowing you to insert more information. You can also make your own 

exercises for revision before your exams. 

2. Make your notes visually appealing – leave plenty of spaces and use loads of colour! For example, 

quotations or keywords can be written in a different coloured ink. 

3. Use pictures, symbols and diagrams to illustrate your notes. These will make them seem more personal 

and will help recall. 

4. Use headings, sub-headings and bullet points. This will make it easier to find information and to learn 

from your notes. 

5. Use abbreviations – don’t write in full sentences. 

6. Use block capitals or underlining for key words. 

7. Gaps – your notes must not appear too crowded. To avoid this, leave plenty of gaps between your 

points. This also gives you the opportunity to add other related things as you come across them in your 

reading.  

8. Don’t copy out chunks from books. Always put notes into your own words. 

9. Check spellings – especially of subject-specific vocabulary.  



10. Make revision cards as you go along. It is a good idea to record key facts on index cards while they are 

still fresh in your mind. They can be used for revision. If you do this throughout your course it relieves 

the sense of being overwhelmed as the exams approach because you feel as if you have already made 

some revision progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlight and annotate the text below taken from Richard Dawkins’ book The God Delusion (p.379-380) 

to indicate the parts you think are the most important. 

Then write a summary of your thoughts – do you agree with Dawkins? Are there any problems with his 

observations/arguments? 

 



CONDENSING INFORMATION 

 

 

 

Read the article below from the RS Review – a magazine that is available for you to look at in the school 

Library and an excellent resource for further reading. 

Condense this article into 8 short bullet points. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW TO READ 

Effective reading skills will help you when gathering ideas. This will help you to navigate more quickly 

the content that will be most useful to you. Be clear about why you are reading a particular passage 

so you can do the following: 

 Scan for keywords – try reading the document very quickly several times, to get a general 

‘feel’ for the layout and the central points or keywords. 

 Skim the document for structure – Look out for headings and subheadings, and images and 

artwork.  

 Be ruthless – only read material that is essential to the task. 

FURTHER READING 

Further reading is invaluable. It can help you to gain a greater understanding of a concept, provide 

you with information that you can wow the examiners with, and help you to understand the context 

of different arguments and ideas (how and why they developed).  

Further reading shouldn’t be a chore – you should do it because you enjoy the subject and want to 

know more. You will pointed in the direction of useful sources for further reading at the beginning of 

each topic, there is also a wide variety of further reading resources on the school P:drive for to 

access at your leisure.  

When looking for further reading you should be aware of what kind of resource you are looking at – 

it is ok to look at biased sources if you are aware they are biased. 

 

 
Using a range of sources (internet, books, video clips etc) research the following scholars and write no 

more than 3 lines about each one.  

 Paley 

 Hume 

 Dawkins 

 Aquinas 

Remember you should only record the information you think is the most important/useful. 

 


